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DEAR FRIENDS:

With an abundance of warmth and care for our
cherished AWB community, we pivoted to virtual
programming in early April after completing our
previous month’s in-person workshop March 1.

Had we known that just twelve days later we
would not be seeing each other in person until
who knows when...perhaps we would have said
good-bye more ceremoniously.

Despite the unchartered landscape we entered
in mid-March, AWB was determined to continue
programs and move forward. We created new
opportunities for our actor participants using
Zoom and video for our acting workshops,
theater programs, and TGIF weekly socials.

In person gatherings proved to be scarce in
2020 so we are holding on to the ones we were
able to do. Prior to the pandemic, we held AWB
Melodies performances at the Impact Center and
the Kimmel Center during Philly Theater Week.
In the fall | held an in-person disability awareness
class at Holy Child Academy for elementary and
middle school students and was supported by
some of our actors who attended via Zoom and
were projected onto a large screen.

This year prompted a great deal of conversation
around social isolation and the need for
community. As we moved into video projects
and digital performances, some of our AWB
Junior and Senior actors created a Public Service
Announcement talking about how they deal with
social isolation. Social isolation is something
people with physical disabilities often confront
even under more normal circumstances. AWB
actors felt they could share strategies they use to
help them from feeling isolated with the rest of
the world through their upbeat video.

We honored Thomas Wlodkowski, VP of
Accessibility at Comcast with the 5th Annual

AWB Hero Award event in September, a
spectacular virtual event broadcast via live stream.
The 2020 honoree was very fitting this year
because of his important work creating accessible
technology. This year highlighted just how
important this work continues to be for people
with disabilities. Can you imagine getting through
2020 without technology?

Despite the pandemic, | have been both inspired
and reassured over the past year of all we have
accomplished at AWB this year. We do know that
because of you, we have been able to run all our
programs this year. We have stretched outside of
our comfort zone and experimented with video

to create some amazing digital masterpieces, and
| am very proud of my staff and actors. | am so
very grateful to you for your generosity, belief, and
support of me and AWB.

Our clarity of sight in 2020 has been maintained
with clear focus this past year. Emphasizing
participants’ needs, and the crucial role AWB
plays in their lives. | know you will enjoy reading
our highlights from the past year and we ask for
your continued support in thought, time, and
treasure. Please continue to be a part of the AWB
family, so together we can carry on our vital
mission of focusing on ability, building community,
and bringing joy and meaning to our AWB actors’
lives and families.

K-

With kindness, gratitude, and friendship,

Christine Rouse



A UNIGUE THEATRE WORKSHOP

FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED

ACTING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES
AIMS TO TRANSFORM LIVES
AND BUILD SELF-ESTEEM IN

AN EMPOWERED COMMUNITY
OF PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL

DISABILITIES THROUGH THEATER

THAT CELEBRATES ABILITY.

BOARD MEMBERS EXECUTIVE STAFF
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Christine Rouse
Christine Rouse, Founder and Executive Director Founder and Executive Director
Lisa Goldschmidt, Board Chair Neill Hartley
Choppy Rouse, Board Vice President AWB Senior Artistic Director

Melissa Clark, Board Secretary
Maria Ceferatti

AWB Junior Artistic Director
AWRB Senior Musical Director

Maria Payne, Board Treasurer

MEMBERS

Kimberly Crowley Jennifer Huth
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Erik Strid Jules Catania
Mary Thomas Managing Director
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CLICK TO WATCH ANYTHING GOES

ACTING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES
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A UNIGUE THEATRE WORKSHOP
FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED

THE ACTORS OF THE AWB SENIOR PROGRAM WORK TIRELESSLY FOR
TWELVE MONTHS TO CREATE A PUBLIC PERFORMANCE IN THE FALL,
ALLOWING ACTORS TO EXPERIENCE THE BENEFIT OF LEARNING THE
DRAMATIC ARTS BY PERFORMING IN A LIVE THEATRICAL PRODUCTION. THE
ULTIMATE TRIUMPHS ARE THE SELF-ESTEEM AND LASTING FRIENDSHIPS
THAT ARE CREATED FROM WORKING AS A CLOSE-KNIT ENSEMBLE.

This year’'s AWB Senior’s performance of Anything
Goes was filmed entirely on Zoom. Artistic Director,
Neill Hartley cast each actor in their role early in
the year allowing for maximum creative exploration
and to accommodate various learning styles. He
led multiple workshops prior to the filming where
each actor practiced and ultimately learned all
their lines and songs and then performed them via
multiple Zoom film sessions. Music accompaniment
was created and directed by Musical Director, Maria
Ceferatti. Virtual backgrounds were selected to
portray each scene and location necessary for the
play. The backgrounds were uploaded by the actors
prior to the filming. Costumes were designed and
created by AWB’s costume designer Connie Koppe,
they were either picked up from the AWB office

or delivered to the actor’s home. The project took
over eight weeks to film and was professionally

edited by Patrick Conroy. The families were a huge
help and became at home “production assistants.”
We could not have done it without them. Anything
Goes made its public debut on November 15th via
Zoom. Over one hundred guests attended the virtual
performance where Neill Hartley and Christine Rouse
addressed the audience on behalf of AWB.

The pandemic also created a new opportunity for the
AWB Senior actors. The first TGIF Social started in
early April and was an instant success. The intended
one-time social event via Zoom immediately turned
into a regular weekly gathering. Every Friday at

4:30 PM, actors had an opportunity to share any

big news that might have happened that week and
participate in a “Question of the Week.” Through the
TGIF Socials AWB also hosted a Halloween costume
party and holiday party with carol sing-alongs.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJbSjYzQd5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJbSjYzQd5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJbSjYzQd5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJbSjYzQd5o

CLICK TO WATCH AWB JUNIORS
PERFORMANCE AT THE HERO AWARD

ACTING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES
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A UNIGUE THEATRE WORKSHOP
FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED

THE ACTORS OF THE AWB JUNIOR PROGRAM ARE THE YOUNGEST
THESPIANS AT AWB. THESE YOUNG ACTORS COLLABORATE TO CREATE
THE SCRIPT, WRITE THE LYRICS TO THE SONGS, AND BRING THEIR
CHARACTERS TO LIFE! JUNIOR ACTORS REHEARSE FOR NINE MONTHS
CULMINATING IN A MUSICAL IN THE SPRING. DURING THIS PROCESS,
THE ACTORS BUILD SKILLS IN TEAMWORK, PUBLIC SPEAKING, AND
CONFIDENCE. FRIENDSHIPS FORM, AND THEY JUST HAVE FUNI

Established in 2008, AWB Junior is the first
stepping-stone of the AWB program. Actors,
beginning as young as age five, gather together
each month to rehearse and prepare for an annual
musical. Using the context of the theater arts, these
gifted actors explore their imagination, engage in
movement activities, celebrate their curiosity and
find their voice! To feature the talents of these
young, but mighty performers, Maria Ceferatti,
AWB Junior’s Artistic Director, chooses a folktale or
children’s story for their annual musical. This year’s
show will be an original adaptation of Stone Soup.
With the help of the actors, Ms. Ceferatti wrote the
script and songs and set the play in a location that

Ill.lll.I.llll.ll.lll.l.llllllllll.l.

is close to everyone’s hearts—Philadelphia! Stone
Soup features original music and a witty culture-
clash as the two main characters, tourists from the
South, are introduced to local “Phillyisms.” When in-
person rehearsals had to be postponed last spring,
preparations were made to rehearse and record
Stone Soup via Zoom. Filming for Stone Soup began
in the fall and continued into the new year. AWB will
proudly be premiering this project in the Spring of
2021. Our Junior actors showed an incredible amount
of strength and resilience as they adjusted to the
change in program format. We could not be prouder
of our Junior actors!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-G-XGvTpTM&t=878s

ACTING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES

CLICK TO WATCH THE ELODI Es
AWB MELODIES HOLIDAY VIDEO

A UNIGUE THEATRE WORKSHOP
FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED

THE AWB MELODIES PROGRAM ALLOWS AWB TO LIVE OQUT ITS IMPORTANT
MISSION OF SHARING WHAT PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES CAN DO!
IT ALSO OPENS CONVERSATIONS AND FACILITATES A BROADER COMMUNITY
AWARENESS AROUND PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES.

The AWB Melodies Program had a robust schedule When the pandemic hit, we immediately moved into
this past year which began with a social outing the digital space and began video projects which

to The Glass Menagerie at the Phoenix Theater included AWB’s Public Service Announcement where
followed by a disability awareness workshop held AWRB actors share strategies they use to help from

at the Impact Center in Bryn Mawr. Shortly after, we feeling isolated through an upbeat video. Social
partnered with Harriton High School theater students isolation is something people with physical disabilities

to raise awareness about AWB at their winter one- often confront even under more normal circumstances.
act festival in January. Later that month, Jen and

Christine went to Temple University and engaged Over the summer, the Bryn Mawr Rotary Club invited
students in a disability awareness conversation. The AWRB to be guest speakers at a member meeting. This
2020 AWB Melodies event highlight, Journeys, a resulted in a virtual Bingo event where AWB was the
celebration of life, love, and the human spirit which beneficiary and actors were invited to join the game. In
keeps us moving forward was performed at the the fall, Christine held an in-person disability awareness
Kimmel Center for the second year in a row as part class at Holy Child Academy for elementary and

of Philly Theater week. Upon invitation from the middle school students and was supported by some of
Kimmel, special guest Ryan Haddad (Netflix’s The our actors who attended via Zoom and were projected
Politician actor) attended Journeys and met with onto a large screen. The year culminated with an
AWB actors after the performance. encore performance of Journeys which was filmed

via Zoom and then woven together into a creative
video rendition of the live performance.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bG5MoHaI7WU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hb1ol1QYf2o&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voGZpmkDqxw&t=2s

Acting Without Boundaries is founded.
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The AWB Melodies outreach program begins.

AWB Junior performs
its inaugural show.

AWRB celebrates a decade of providing
live theater opportunities for children
and teens with physical disabilities.

2014
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Christine Rouse and AWRB are
featured on NBC’s The Today Show.

AWB establishes the
inaugural AWB Hero Award.

AWB establishes the Masters . . . . . . .
Program and Acting Lab. . . . . . . . . . .
i r LY H o]

All programs run virtually as
AWB expands into video.
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ACTING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES
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asters

A UNIGUE THEATRE WORKSHOP
FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED

THE MISSION OF AWB MASTERS IS TO PROVIDE AN IMMERSIVE
CONSERVATORY EXPERIENCE IN THE THEATRE ARTS. THIS PROGRAM
PROVIDES THOROUGH AND COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING TO OBTAIN THE
SKILLS OF A PROFESSIONAL THEATRE ARTIST. EACH YEAR ONE DISCIPLINE
OF THE CRAFT IS CHOSEN AS THE MAIN FOCUS OF THE PROGRAM.

The second annual AWB Masters program focused
on playwriting and directing with featured guest
instructors Michael Hollinger and David Ingram.
Michael Hollinger is an American playwright and a
resident playwright at New Dramatists, Assistant
Professor of Theatre at Villanova University, and
Artistic Director of Villanova Theatre. David Ingram
is an Associate Professor of Theater and Head of
Theater Studies at Temple University. David is a
long-time member of the People’s Light and Theatre
Company in Malvern, PA, where he has both acted in
and directed many productions.

Participants learned about playwriting and what
makes a good play, plus how to interpret and analyze
a script. Neill Hartley’s segment on directing enabled
participants to understand the director’s point of

view by sharing a “behind the scenes” look of what
it takes to make a show successful. Students became
equipped with the skills necessary to write their

own short play, a new and challenging experience
for most. Participants worked in both large and
small group formats where they read individual’s
plays, shared feedback, and built the skills needed

to perform the plays via a virtual platform. It

was an intense four days of instruction, growth,
collaboration, catharsis, and triumph.

AWB Masters culminated with a final showcase lasting
two hours. Each participant had their short play read
and acted by other members of the program. Thus,
giving everyone the chance to write, act, narrate

and direct. The instructors successfully pushed
participants to create original works of art.
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ACTING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES

CLICK TO WATCH VIDEO WRITTEN AND ACTED BY A@TE%@

PARTICIPANTS OF THE AWB ACTING LAB AT MAGEE i&@

A UNIGUE THEATRE WORKSHOP
FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED

THROUGH THE AWB ACTING LAB, WE SHARE AWB’'S NEARLY TWO
DECADES OF EXPERTISE AND HELP OTHERS REALIZE THE THERAPEUTIC
BENEFITS OF THE PERFORMING ARTS. THE ACTING LAB ENABLES US TO
TEACH ON-SITE, AT CARE INSTITUTIONS SERVING PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL
DISABILITIES. COLLABORATING WITH THESE GREAT ORGANIZATIONS HAS
ALLOWED US TO EXPAND OUR REACH ON A BROADER SCALE.

As a small, mature, theater arts non-profit and the
only known theater arts organization in the area (and
one of very few across the country) who exclusively
serve individuals with physical disabilities and, with
seventeen years of advanced knowledge and highly
specialized expertise, we wanted to share what we
know with others. The primary goal for the Acting Lab
is to serve more individuals with physical disabilities.

The execution of Acting Lab programs took a
completely different direction in 2020 because of
the pandemic. We started the year knowing we
were expanding by adding a new partner, Jefferson
Health’s Magee Rehabilitation. The original plan
was to teach in-person at their wellness facility on
Columbus Avenue in Philadelphia in early spring.

When in person classes were not possible, leadership
at Magee worked diligently with AWB, determined
to make the Acting Lab happen. Ultimately the class
was pushed back to early summer and was taught
via Zoom with 7 participants fully engaged for six
weeks. The enthusiasm of the students was evident
on a weekly basis indicated by their attendance and
energy level during class.

Following the success of the Acting Lab with Magee,
we returned to Inglis to hold a fall program with their
Day Program participants. Both programs shifted
successfully to a virtual platform which culminated
into a video production written and acted by
participants as their final project.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HS--qJZ97Yo
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THE DEVON LENGEL MEMORIAL AWARD IS GIVEN TO AN

AWB COMMUNITY MEMBER WHOSE ENTHUSIASM, DEDICATION,
AND PASSION SHINES BRIGHTLY ON OTHERS AND EXEMPLIFIES
THE ETERNAL LIGHT AND EVERLASTING IMPRESSION THAT DEVON
BROUGHT TO AWB AND TO ALL THOSE SHE INTERACTED WITH.

Devon Lengel was a member of AWB from 2014 to Devon’s enthusiasm was palpable and her concern

2018. Acting and singing were two of her passions for her AWB family was genuine. We know that

and AWB gave her the opportunity to express them she is here with us, shining in the stage lights,

in multiple stage productions over 5 of her near 15 adding her voice to choruses, and cheering us on

years. She loved coming to monthly practice and from backstage. Beginning in 2019, AWB began to

interacting with the other cast members, volunteers, remember Devon with an annual award honoring

and instructors. a member of AWB who, like Devon, has made a
lasting impression through their enthusiasm and

Devon was a witty wordsmith. Sometimes in dedication to AWB, creating a better experience for

rehearsals, the actors brainstormed together to write everyone involved.
lyrics to songs for the AWB Junior show. She often

came up with wonderful rhymes and clever ideas. Thanks to the generosity of those who love Devon
She loved to tell jokes during rehearsals and often and know how much she cared about AWB, this
shared her vast knowledge of musicals—singing past year, 2020 the Devon Lengel Memorial Fund

songs and reciting scenes verbatim from her favorite  was established to support the Junior program,
shows, The Sound of Music, My Fair Lady and Oliver. performance t-shirts and wonderful cast reception
which follows AWB Junior performances.
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CLICK TO WATCH
THE 2020 HERO AWARD

Hero
Awar

THE AWB HERO AWARD |S GIVEN TO A COMMUNITY LEADER WITH
A PHYSICAL DISABILITY WHO DISPLAYS REMARKABLE EFFORTS TO
OVERCOME ADVERSITY, ENHANCE AWARENESS, REDUCE STIGMA
AND INCREASE COMMUNITY ACCESS FOR DISABLED INDIVIDUALS.

The 2020 Hero Award recipient was Thomas
Wlodkowski, Vice President of Accessibility at Comcast.
Tom has worked tirelessly to bridge the technology gap
for the disabled community. The livestreamed virtual
event featured a custom webpage built for AWB. Guests
were able to view the event video, make a donation,
post on a personalized message board, and connect to
the online auction. Stephanie Stahl, an award-winning
health journalist for CBS3 Philadelphia was the MC. The
evening included multiple performances by AWB actors
performing many original skits and there was a sneak
peak of the Seniors performance of Anything Goes. The
evening also included a Public Service Announcement

on social isolation featuring long-term AWB participants,

plus a video project from the students of the AWB

Acting Lab at Magee Rehab. High energy, enthusiasm,
sincerity, and warmth was felt through the screen as
multiple toasts to Tom were expressed by AWB’s staff,
board of directors and previous Hero Award recipients.
They all joined in to extend congratulations to Tom
and show support for AWB and its programs. Actor,
Will Thomas, was a featured speaker. He encouraged
community engagement by saying “You know, you don’t
have to run Comcast to be a hero, you can be a hero
right now, just by supporting AWB”. AWB actor, Simon
Bonnenfant, introduced Tom and reminded attendees
why he nominated Tom for this award. Tom gave an
inspirational acceptance speech with sincerity and
humor. The event was amazing—oh what a night!
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$30,000+

Widener Memorial Foundation

$10,000+

Connelly Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation
Mary Thomas

5,000+

ComcastNBCUniversal and
Rhonda & David Cohen

Mlchael Gretz and the Gretz Family
Choppy and John Rouse

Paula and Mark Solomon

Robin and Timothy Trautmann

$2,500+

Carra Cote-Ackah and Amachie Ackah
Azeez Foundation

Melissa & David Clark

The Dougherty Family Foundation
Inglis Foundation

Anne and Tim Mahoney

Mellon PACC

Kim and David Lengel

Kreisher Milller

Permit Capital LLC

Cathy R. and Edward Quinn

The Aileen K & Brian Roberts
Foundation

Jane Thomas

Thomas Jefferson Univ &
Jefferson Health

Victoria Zoellner

$1,000+

Arts Aid of Philadelphia.
Dawn M. Barnard

Beyond Insurance
Thomas Bock

Bryn Mawr Rotary Club
Walter W. Buckley, Jr.
Jules and Michael Catania
Frankie Celenza
Concentus Wealth Advisors
Lisa and Matt Gillin

Icona Resorts

Lucy Klain

Dick & Helen Leaman
Eustice Mita

Pixel Parlor

Philadelphia 76rs

Michael Purcell

Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld LLC
Karina and Michael Rouse
Dyann Roth

Erik and Karen Strid

Jane Thomas

Rehana Ellis Uehling and
Gordon Uehling

Wawa Foundation

$500+

Kelly Beh

Maria Ceferatti and Ronald Bonenfant
Laura and William C. Buck

Bob Cantwell

Crocodile Café (Wayne)

Lauren DeBruicker

Eveline and Tjerk Debruin

Robert DeNinno

Fishman Apple Family Fund

Anne F. Hamilton

Donald Kurz

Kurt Linneman

MaryBeth McAndrews-Walling
The McGonigle Family Foundation
David & Gloria Morris

Mary Jane Raymond

Dyann Roth

Marlyn Schiff Jewlery

Larry Schreiber

Mr.& Mrs. Samuel Silberman
Elena and Denis White

$250+

St. Denis Auxiliary

Maripeg Bruder

Elinor and James Buck

Kimberly and Brendhan Crowley
Susan Gambescia

Harriton Theatre Company
Jennifer and James Huth

Kevin Johnson

Debra Grossman and Gregg Linden
Mary Elizabeth McAndrews

J McLaughlin

National Philanthropic Trust
Karen Odden

Philadelphia Union (Mark Evans)
Karen and Mark Robinson
Caroline Rogers

Lisa and Tim Ruth

Beth Treister

$100+

Soo Abboud

John Abrams

Greg Ackerman
BallyHeather Jewelry

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS
SPONSORS, DONORS AND SUPPORTERS!
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Boutique W

Rebecca H. Bradbeer
Maripeg Bruder
Stephanie Capello
Carlino’s

CBS

Charities Aid Foundation
Catherine and Jack Cohen
Lori Corbett

Deborah and James Corr
Rosemary Dekker
Saunders Dixon

Elenor Edwards

Michael Evanko

Ally Fenton

Gladwyne Pharmacy Gift Shop
Father Kevin Gallagher
Annie Kramer Golinko
Susan L. Hoffman

David Ingram

Margaret M. Jones
Kristina Kapienski

Ty Klug

Timothy Lederer

Joanne Leveque

Kristina Lopienski
Louella

Nancy and Michael Neary
Wendy Parker

Maria and Pat Payne
Hannah Presley

Ellen Sullivan

Denise A. Terry
Frederick Thomas
United Way

Vineyard Vines
Christopher West

Joan and Leonard West

UNDER $100

John Abrams

Academy of Natural Sciences
Amy Anderman

Jamey Arnold

Lily Barnard

Sophie Barnard

333 Belrose

Rebecca Berkowitz

Amy and Phil Bursky
June Cahill

Sophie Cantu

Desiree Cantwell
Christina Coia

Lori Cooper

Lisa Cozzone

Marilyn Weisberg Deutsch
Stephanie Deviney
Manuel Diaz

Maureen Donohue

Leora Fishman

Richard Glazer

Lisa and John Goldschmidt
Stephanie Grayhbill

Elayne Grossbard

Pamela and Jeffrey Grossman
Bunny Hare

Neill Hartley

Anne Hillman

Marga Hirsch

Home Grown

I[ron Hill Brewery

Teresa and Rick Jacobs
Deborah Jastrebski
Marnie Joyce

David Kaplan

Stephen Kuerschner

Michael Leichtman

Virginia Levin

Elizabeth Longley
Rosemary A. Longley
Longwood Gardens

Tracy L. Mann

Jason Maier

Claire McLain

Alycia Ceferatti Milligan
Susan Moses

Paul L. Newman Foundation
Play-a-Round-Golf (Ardmore)

Nothing Bundt Cakes (Ardmore)

Christine Z. Parsons
William Pearson
People’s Light and Theater
Ann Phillips

Arthur Pomerantz
Tanya Tovar Rabatte
Kate Sample

Sarah Saul

Linda Schwartz
Emma Shultz
Susannah Sirkin
Susan Mudrick Smiley
Joseph Strechay
Ellen Sullivan

Carol Timlin

Margaret Thomas
Trader Joe’s

Meredith Waldron
Jeffrey Wells

Kim Wright

Theresa and Victor Zaccagni
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ACTING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES

actingwithoutboundaries.org
750 East Haverford Road ¢ Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
601-922-8240 -+ info@awhb2004.org

A UNIGUE THEATRE WORKSHOP
FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED
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